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Rock climbing is not a dif-
ficult sport to understand. 
Picture, if you would, the 
finger of a five year old. You 
are that finger. Now imag-
ine the nose of that five year 
old. The cliff is that nose. 
Just do the natural thing. 
Go up it.

Once, we were having a fam-
ily discussion on my interest 
in this uncommon sport. 
My mother was asking the 
question, ‘Do you do it to 
conquer the mountain?’ and 
my grandfather, who in my 
knowledge never climbed a 
mountain or scaled a cliff, 
quietly replied, ‘No, it is to 
conquer yourself.’

Rock climbing is not the 
dangerous sport that my 
mother would think. Mod-
ern technology has helped 
create an environment of se-
cure ropes and secure gear. 

The most dangerous aspect 
of rock climbing is the com-
mute to and from the cliff, 
but even so, proper instruc-
tion should be sought out 
by a first time climber.

Ulsan, the dirty, industrial 
city that it is, also happens 
to have some of the best 
rock climbing on the pe-
ninsula. It can be found on-
Munsu Mountain, the clos-
est mountain of any height 
to the city. 

HELP THE PEAR!
WHEN YOU’RE FINISHED READING THIS 

RAG, PASS IT ON TO YOUR FRIENDS, FAM-
ILY, CO-WORKERS AND STUDENTS! 

WEEKDAY WARRIORS

HITTING THE WALL:
DISCOVERING ULSAN’S ROCK 
CLIMBING GEM.

NURSING A GREEN THUMB

BY JOEL BURSLEM
THE ULSAN PEAR
ENGLISH TRANSLATION BY
KANG JUNG HEE

When I first moved to Ko-
rea, it was always my inten-
tion to study a martial art. 
But I was confused by all 
the options that were avail-
able and I never mustered 

the nerve to visit any of the 
gyms in person to find out.
It was only by chance that 
I stumbled over a Hapkido 
class that was being taken 
by some other waygooks. 

Literally translated, Hap-
kido means the way (do) of 
energy (ki) and coordina-
tion (hap). 

It emphasizes striking and 
kicking in addition to tum-
bling, throws, takedowns, 
ground-fighting, joint-locks 
and the use of pressure 
points. 

Hapkido’s invention is gen-
erally attributed to Choi 
Yong Sool, who in the early 
part of the 20th Century 

traveled to Japan, where he 
studied Japanese martial 
arts. Upon his return to Ko-
rea at the end of WWII, he 
continued practicing what 
he had learned and adapted 
the arts to his native coun-
try. As a result, Hapkido 
was born.

Ultimately, Hapkido is a 
comprehensive self-defense 
martial art, rather than a 
sport or competitive martial 
art like Taekwondo or Ka-
rate, where the goal is often 
only to score points with a 
well-timed kick or punch. 

Hapkido teaches you that 
with a minimal amount of 
effort, you can control and 
put an end to a situation 
quickly without any unnec-
essary injuries to either the 
defender or attacker. 

I’ve also heard Hapkido re-
ferred to as “Origami with 
People”. 

SEE HAPKIDO PAGE 4

BY FIN MADDEN
THE ULSAN PEAR

SEE  CLIMBING PAGE 3

There was darkness.
A pod ticked in moist, 

shallow soil.
We waited. 

We got on with a day’s life 
and returned to see 

the pod had given us a life.
The vegetable garden had woken. 
(From “My father was an Arti-

choke” by James Moist.)

Planting seeds is great. 
Watching them grow is bet-
ter, but best of all is pushing 
them, raising them to bear 
fruit, vegetables, whatever. I 
have recently planted some 
peppers (Capsicum annu-
um), some Cherry Tomatoes 
(Lycopersicum pimpinellifo-

lium), and some sunflow-
ers (Solaris floweris) which 
I stole from my neighbor’s 
hamster. So far, nothing - 
but it’ll be ok. 

The other day I mentioned 
my intentions to some peo-
ple and the responses were 
encouraging. 

My esteemed colleague re-
called his own gardening 
adventures, and as he said 
these words he looked off 
into the distance.

“The locust fruit used to 
grow in the cracks behind 
my house. You could eat 
the skin. Just squash it up 

for a pie. Once the possums 
found them it was diabolical 
- if you could herd possums, 
life would be easier.” 

Anyway, the vegetable gar-
den is as old as mankind it-

self. Many inventions were a 
result of fruit or vegetables: 
Newton was struck by an 
apple (Malus descendus) and 
he discovered gravity.  

SEE GARDENING PAGE 2
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2 THE ulsan Pear
Dear Readers,

On behalf on the Ulsan Pear staff and contributors, thank you for all the positive 
feedback we’ve received to date.

Summer is just around the corner and soon the air will be filled once again with the 
hum of the dragonflies, the cicada’s ceaseless song and the murderous whines of the 
undefeatable Korean mosquitoes. 

Summer also means it’s almost rainy season, so you only have a few more weeks left of 
decent temperatures and clear sunny skies to get outside and enjoy the weather. 

So, this month we have chosen to focus our attention on activities and hobbies that 
you may not have been aware were available in Ulsan. Things that can keep you busy 
before it gets too hot and all you want to do is lounge by the pool at the Foreigner’s 
Compound (which is open now, by the way).

Cheers

Joel Burslem
info@ulsanpear.biz

The word  Maze comes to 
us from when a cornfield 
was accidentally planted 
concentrically, hence the 
term Maze (‘Maize’). The 
list is endless.

It is at these times, when we 
are face to face with nature 
that stuff happens like...in-
spiration. As I wait for my 
own plants to sprout, I be-
gin to feel clear headed - a 
mild god complex does give 
one clarity of thought. 

So why don’t more people 
grow their own? 

Now I’m not advocating to-
tal self sufficiency, actually 
that would be irresponsible 
as 64% of all first timers 
succumb to malnutrition  
(scurvy, rickets, bloated face 
and bulging eyeballs). 

No, there must be a balance. 
Let’s not forget the thera-
peutic benefits of a stroll 
round the supermarket. 

All you need is a well lit 
patch of ground. Or you 
can make pots from slashed-
in-half water bottles. 

Fill them with soil (you 
can pick up a bag of gen-

eral purpose stuff from any 
plant shop for W3000), 
plant the seeds  and within 
four months you’ll be im-
pressing your friends with 
homemade salsa, ratatouille 
and stuff like that. 

Just look around Korea; it 
seems every spare patch of 
land is fostering a crop, say 
three corn plants sharing a 
verge with a pepper and a 
cabbage. 

(As a side note, this is usu-
ally a tell tale sign that a 
war has happened at some 
point, in the British Isles 
these patches were known 

...GARDENING as allotments and on them 
the people were urged to 
‘dig for victory’. 

The Canadians and Ameri-
cans also had their ‘Victory’ 
gardens which were intend-
ed to produce a vital dietary 
supplement to the meager 
war rationing. )

We aren’t at war now, but  
the U.G.L.I.E.S (Ulsan 
Gardening Lovers Interna-
tional Ecological Society) 
invites anyone who is inter-
ested to  join our ranks and 
share their thoughts on gar-
dening. 
ps.smith@zoom.co.uk


DID YOU KNOW?

Farm lands cover 
144.57 km2 or 

7.3 % of the Ulsan 
Metropolitan Region.

 
33,996 people or 

3.2% of Ulsan’s total 
population count 

farming as a 
subsidiary business.

In addition to pears,
the Ulsan area is 

reknown for 
cultivating leeks, 

cherry tomatoes and 
persimmons.

Source: Ulsan 
Metropolitan City
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The quality of the rock on 
Munsu is unsurpassed in 
the area and the height is 
perfect for rock climbing. 
Munsu provides ample op-
portunity for sport and tra-
ditional climbing with even 
a few places for top roping. 

Climbs are rated according 
to their difficulty and range 
from an easy-moderate 5.6 
to exceptionally difficult 
5.13b. 

Anyone in a decent level of 
physical shape can climb 
a 5.6; and there are only a 
few people on the peninsula 
who could climb a 5.13b. 

The majority of the routes 
are at the 5.10 level, and are 
decently bolted. 

According to the excel-
lent Korean website (www.
mtulsan.co.kr), there are 
86 bolted face routes and 
there are probably an equal 
number of crack routes.

For more information about 
climbing in Korea check 
out www.koreaontherocks.
com. It is an independent 
web site run by climbers for 
climbers, and is entirely in 
English.

Climbing in Korea is, of 
course, different than climb-
ing elsewhere. 

The most notable difference 
is the Buddhist hermits who 
live along sections of the 
cliff. 

They seem quite contented 
(as one would imagine Bud-
dhist hermits to be) and 
they don’t object to you 
climbing there. 

After climbing you can al-
ways head to Munsu-sa, the 
temple on the side of the 
mountain for a free lunch 
of, what else, rice and kim-
chi.

How to get there:
Driving out of Ulsan to-
wards Busan on Hwy 7 past 
Munsu Stadium (on your 

left, it’s rather hard to miss) 
head about 1 kilometer. You 
will pass the main bus depot 
on your right after the road 
narrows from 4 lanes to 2. 

You will come to a stoplight 
that has a small road head-
ing off to the right, slightly 
hidden behind a green-
house. Turn right here. It is 
the first set of lights past the 
bus depot.

Turn right and follow this 
road for about 2 km until 
you reach the main parking 
lot. The cliffs are extremely 
visible from the parking lot. 
Walk back down the road 
30 meters and follow the 
dirt trail into to the bush for 
500 m or so, then head up 
the stone staircase.

For more convenient climb-
ing, though nowhere near 
Munsu in route quality, 
variety or bolting, there is a 
small granite wall near the 
Taehwa River in Sin Jeong-
Dong. There are about 6 
routes, all in the intermedi-
ate level of 5.6 – 5.10. 

All of the routes are 10(ish) 
meters in height. Bring your 
gear and an overly inflamed 
sense of self-invulnerability. 
The climbs begin next to 
the sidewalk on the side of 
a major road, so you will at-
tract a tiny bit of attention.

How to get there:
Starting at Taehwa rotary 
head towards Mugeo-Dong 
and Munsu stadium. Drive 
(or walk casually on the 
sidewalk) around the S bend 
in the road. When the road 
straightens out, on the left 
hand side is the cliff. 

It is a little hard to see, shad-
ed by trees, and is before the 
gas stations on the right. 

It is only about 800 meters 
from the rotary. If you are 
on a scooter or walking, 
head along the left-hand 
sidewalk until you reach the 
cliff.

Feel free to contact me if 
you are interested in trying 
climbing, or if you are an 
experienced climber look-
ing for some beta.
finmadden@yahoo.ca

PHOTO: DAVE HARVEYGoing up...  

PHOTO: DAVE HARVEYJust hanging out...  

...ROCK CLIMBING
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So, to get you the real scoop, 
recently I sat down for an 
interview with my Hapkido 
master (Sahbuhnim) Kim 
Dal Soo (5th Degree) to 
hear what he had to say:

Q. What is Hapkido?

Hapkido is a scientific mar-
tial art. Basically, in Hapki-
do, a smaller, smarter power 
always beats a bigger power. 

With knowledge of pressure 
points, joint locks and how 
the body works, you can 
take power away from your 
attacker and your own pow-
er is doubled. It’s kind of 
like how water flows around 
any obstacle and wastes lit-
tle or no energy. 

The same way, Hapkido 
teaches you to flow around 
and through an attack while 
manipulating the attacker’s 
power to your advantage.

For these reasons, Hapkido 
is especially good for wom-
en and children. 

Q. How is Hapkido differ-
ent from other martial arts?

Hapkido is only for self de-
fense. Taekwondo, kumdo 
all teach you to attack first. 

You will never see Hapkido 
in the Olympics because it’s 
far too dangerous. For ex-
ample, many of the moves 
call for you to break an arm 
to stop an attacker. For those 
reasons, we normally just do 
demonstrations instead. 

Q. What will I learn in 
Hapkido?

To start, I teach my students 
basic stretching exercises 
like yoga. It’s important for 
you to develop your body to 
be flexible enough to learn 
all of the moves. I also teach 
you breathing exercises to 
develop your “Ki” energy.

Most important are the 
“Nakbup” or break falls. 
You have to learn how to fall 
properly and not get hurt. 
Many of the moves require 
that you flip into the air to 
get out of a hold. 

If you don’t jump high 
enough you can break your 
arm or wrist, so you need to 
learn how to land and not 
injure yourself.

You will also learn some 
punching and kicking 
skills, although they weren’t 
originally part of Hapkido. 
Kicking was added to Hap-
kido since, in Korea, most 
people you might be fight-
ing against will have taken 
Taekwondo. You need to 
learn your opponent’s tech-
niques so that you can de-
fend against their moves.

Q. Will it hurt?

[Laughs] It will hurt a lit-
tle , but this is because you 
need to know your limit. 
You can’t perform a tech-
nique accurately until you 
have felt the results yourself. 
The more pain you feel, the 
more you will improve!

Q. You mentioned Hapkido 
is good for women, why?

Hapkido is excellent for 
women! I teach them how 
to protect themselves. In 
addition to the basic moves, 
they’ll learn to use accesso-
ries as weapons - things you 
will actually have on your 
person, instead of a sword 
etc. You can even use your 
keys as a weapon.

[At this stage, Sahbuhnim 
gets up to demonstrate on 
my interpreter.]

After learning Hapkido, if a 
girl gets attacked she’ll have 
the defenses she’ll need to 
protect herself. I teach her 
to use pens, belts, jackets… 
anything as a weapon to 
keep herself safe. 

[Sahbuhnim shows how in a 
bear hug you can stab your 
keys into the top of the at-
tacker’s hand. It looks very 
painful.]

Q. What are the different 
levels in Hapkido?

As a beginner you will learn 
all the basic moves. The 
rolls, the break falls and 
kicks. You learn many posi-
tions and you’re taught how 
to break out of them. 

The important thing is that 
each move becomes  instinct. 
My job is to teach you to 
act unconsciously and react 
in a situation without even 
thinking about it. It should 
become just like blinking.

Q. How long will it take me 
to get a black belt?

To get a black belt, it nor-
mally takes about one year. 
But if you get special train-
ing you can do it in about 
six months. You’d have to go 
every day for 2 to 3 hours to 
do this however. 

To get a 2nd dan (degree) 
black belt, you need to study 
for one more year.

Q. What made you get in-
volved in Hapkido?

I’ve always liked sports and 
in middle school I started 
boxing. I’m short though, 
and my height was a big 
disadvantage to me. 

So, I switched over to learn-
ing Hapkido because, like 
I said before, in Hapkido 
your size doesn’t matter. I’ve 
stuck with it ever since and 
I’ve been teaching Hapkido 
for about ten years now.

...HAPKIDO

PHOTO: DAVE HARVEYGetting high...

PHOTO: DAVE HARVEYDon’t try this at home...  
Q. Do you like teaching 
Hapkido?

Yes! I love my job because 
everyday I get to come to 
my gym and work out. I en-
joy teaching and I especially 
like teaching foreigners. 

Over the last few years I’ve 
taught Canadians, Ameri-
cans and Irish people and I 
like learning English from 
them. 

It also gives me great pride 
to spread Hapkido to other 
countries and it gives me 
a good reputation in the 
Hapkido community. 

I find that foreigners are 
genuinely interested in 
learning Hapkido and that 
they are sincere and they lis-
ten to what I say. They are 
much easier to teach than  
children! 

[I laugh and agree with 
him.]

Q. What has been your big-
gest accomplishment?

Well, I have only ever had 
two jobs; this one and be-
fore, I was a business man. 
As a business man, I had to 
work for someone else and 
I was always just Kim Dal 
Soo. In Hapkido, I have 
built everything myself.  

Now, people in the commu-
nity respect me and when I 
walk down the street they all 
greet me as “Master” –  that 
is a nice feeling.

Q. What are your future 
goals?

I’d like to have a boy child 
so I can pass down my Hap-
kido school! [Laughs] Ac-
tually, I hope to train one 
student to the point where 
I can pass down the name 
to them and they can take 
over. Otherwise, I’d like to 
teach Hapkido as long as I 
can.  joel@burslem.ca
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Where the F*ck 
is Everyone?

On Saturday night I went 
to McKenzie’s but didn’t 
meet any Scots. I went to 
Asshole but didn’t get any 
of that and at Acid Bar I 
didn’t drop any acid. But, 
I still had a good time.

Acid Bar is on the left-
hand side about 200 me-
tres from Gongeoptop 
Rotary as you go towards 
Samsan-Dong. It has a 
big red sign with its name 
on it and is pretty hard to 
miss. 

Although the owners Mr. 
and Mrs. Kim Seung Bom 
don’t speak any English 
they’ll welcome the world 
for you. 

It’s a chilled out spacious 
joint with good vibes 
and friendly waiting staff 
who’ll serve you imme-
diately at the bar which 
is shaped like a football 
arena. In fact you would 
almost think you were 
looking at an upside down 
football pitch if you look 
up at its green baized ceil-
ing. 

Acid is open from 7pm ‘til 
about 6am and doubles 
as a bar and a club. Every 
second Saturday night 
there is a Pro-Team Danc-
ing show there with a live 
DJ. 

On these nights there is a 
cover charge of W10,000. 
This includes 2 free drinks 
from a choice of Hite, 
Cass, V+O or Bourbon 
and Coke and hours and 
hours of Hip-hop music. 

On the Saturday night 
that I went there, an in-
termission in the Pro-
dancing allowed for a 
slave auction where 40-50 
Korean girls sat on the 
dance floor and did their 
bidding for two attrac-
tive young Korean guys 
on stage. 

I would like to have been 
able to understand the 
requests/dares these la-
dies put to the boys as 
everyone was laughing 
and seemed to be having 
a good time. I stayed from 
11:30 ‘til 1:30 but I have 
to say that the place wasn’t 
really kicking. 

I was assured by local reg-
ulars that it’s from 2am 
that it really starts happen-
ing. I guess I’ll just have to 
go again and stay a little 
later. Of those present it 
was about 85% Korean 
and 15% Waygook. 

Drink prices range from 
W3,000 for draught, to 
W4,000 for Korean bot-
tled beer and W5,000 
plus for imported beers.
 
Sitting proudly at the head 
of the pricelist is Guinness 
at W11,000. 

Shots are from W4,000 
up. They don’t do draught 
beers on the Pro-Dancing 
nights. 

The decor in the place 
is luxurious, especially 
the Queen Anne look-a-
like sofas and armchairs. 
They’re so damn comfy 
that they are conducive 
towards getting complete-
ly legless and passing out 
on them.  

I also really liked the 
couple of  little alcoves 
in Acid Bar. The Gothic 
like arches leading into 
them give the impression 
that you are entering a se-
cluded area to carry on a 
secretive unseen existence. 
Acid also has a pool ta-
ble and Noraebang, both 
of which are free.
 
It also has a music PC 
from which regulars can 
choose their own stuff. 
I liked Acid bar and its 
owners but because of its 
sheer size found that it 
lacked the atmosphere of 
the smaller more intimate 
type of pubs that I am 
well used to. If you want 
to dance the night away, 
however, then give Acid a 
shout.
 

WITH FILTHY O’NASTY

• Dodgy entry stairs
• Funky decor
• Large and impersonal
• Lots of seating
• Free popcorn (and squid!)
• All the hip hop you want
• Hike to the toilets

Filthy gives ACID bar: 
3.5 Shamrocks out of 5

F I L T H Y  S A Y S
ACID

MY WIFE IS A GANGSTER 
(2001)

DIRECTOR Jo Jin-Gyu
CAST: Eun-Kyung Shin, 
Sang-Myeon Park, Jae-
mo Ahn, In-kwon Kim

My wife is a gangster tells 
the story of one of Seoul’s 
many (cinematic) gangs. It’s 
a clever twist on the classic 
gangster tale as the main 
character, Cha Eun-jin, also  
happens to be the Boss, hav-
ing fought her way up the 
gangland hierarchy from 
being an orphan.

Known throughout the un-
derworld by the name of 
Mantis, her skills in hand-
to-hand and weapons com-
bat are renowned and feared 
in Seoul’s Underground. 

After having searched since 
she was a child, Mantis  
finds her long-lost sister, 
who, of course, is dying. 

Mantis’ life is further com-
plicated when her sister 
states that her dying wish is 
to see her married and set-
tled down before she kicks 
the bucket. 

In an effort to make her sis-
ter’s dream come true she 
orders her men to find her 
a husband, and then hires 
a professional to teach her 
how to date and be ladylike. 
This leads to some really 
funny scenes as the Mafia 
boss is given lessons on how 
to correctly relate to men  
on dates and in the bed-
room, not to mention how 
to dress and wear heels. 

Ultimately she comes across 
Kang Su-il and settles on the  
civil servant, in part because 
he is utterly clueless.

Then the fun really begins 
as she tries to play house-
wife and continue to run 
her Mafia operation. Just to 
make things even more in-
teresting her sister asks her 
to get pregnant. 

KOREAN CINEMA CORNER
With Dan Barham

The film is a riot as the gang 
boss tries to get in touch 
with her feminine side and 
the script regularly pokes 
fun at gender conventions 
in the male dominated 
mafia genre. Including the 
inevitable butt kicking of 
low-level gang members 
who make the unfortunate 
mistake of thinking her a 
gangster’s moll. 

Mantis’ position as mob 
boss and feared fighter also 
results in some excellent 
wire-fu fight scenes that 
will leave those who enjoy 
watching girls kick serious 
ass very satisfied.

The only points against this 
film are that it loses focus at 
times by veering off too far-
into the character’s personal 
lives and the sometimes 
over-the-top antics of Man-
tis’ lieutenants. The film’s 
pivotal fight sequence may 
also make viewers queasy, 
due to the beating that the 
main character takes. 

This movie is a truly en-
tertaining gangster comedy 
that is a must for anyone 
interested in Korean Cin-
ema. The film also has some 
historical significance as the 
first Korean film ever sold 
to a US studio for the pur-
pose of a remake. Though 
what Hollywood will do 
to this movie I shudder to 
think. Forget waiting for 
the remake and check this 
sidesplitting flick out. 

Where the F*ck is everyone? Know of a happening new joint? Tell us where it is and we’ll send our crack 
team of alcoholics and social misfits to investigate and get you the straight goods. info@ulsanpear.biz
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Like a crop of weeds these 
monuments to consumer-
ism pop out of nowhere. 
They stand enormous the 
way you’d picture Greek 
Gods.

Ulsan has its share of these 
“Big Box Stores.” Backed by 
multi-national dollars, they 
are single-handedly keeping 
the local waygook popula-
tion fed and watered.

The Big Boxes are huge, 
they appear out of nowhere 
and they have everything 
you need and more.

On the other hand, few peo-
ple I know live close enough 
to any of them for it to be 
convenient to shop at them 
more than twice a week.

Anyway, this month’s task  
was to find a Big Box, en-
ter the Big Box, check it 
out and write about what I 
found. My goal was to re-
view the positives and nega-
tives of each. 

I set myself some basic cri-
teria in order to measure 
each store and see how they 
stacked up. These were: the 
availability of cheese and 
what strange products were 
for sale. Easy, right?

WAL-MART

Yes, the multinational, For-
tune 500 global monster is 
here in Ulsan. Tucked neat-
ly away near downtown, it 
is strangely less busy than 
the other Big Boxes in the 
city.

The Low Down: Wal-Mart 
has some of the best prices 
in the city, and it is a small 
taste of home (sadly ~ed.). 
They  carry affordable cof-
fee and a good selection of cheese. They also have REAL 
bacon! 

The Downfall: It can be a little hard to get to if you are new 
to the city. It is not really close to any major bus stops or 
land marks so finding it may be a problem.

Strange Items: Nun-chucks. While most Wal-Marts back 
home carry an arsenal of shotguns and fishing supplies for 
the all the rednecks; here in Korea, Wal-Mart has a good 
stock of Nun-chucks and ninja swords! 

CARREFOUR 
 
Possibly one of the least 
convenient big box store 
in Ulsan. Situated out 
past the airport, heading 
towards Gyeongju. It was 
originally tagged as one of the best places to buy cheese, it 
is not. It does however have other hidden treasures, if you 
can find the time to take a day trip to get to it.

The Lowdown: It is a good place to shop if you are near to it 
and can’t go anywhere else. Carrefour stocks a healthy selec-
tion of western products, but nothing out of the ordinary.

The Downfall: It is practically halfway to Gyeongju! Unless 
you’re close to the airport or live in Gyeongju, it is a waste 
of time to go there. 

Strange Item: It has Ulsan’s largest supply of BB-guns! The 
place is chock full of these weapons of mass mischief.  
            
STAY TUNED FOR MORE IN THE NEXT ISSUE...

I NEED A BIG BOX (PART ONE)
HOME PLUS

Spawn of the British company TESCO (Not the rifle scope 
people, that’s Tasco) In Ulsan, there are not one but two 
locations to serve you, that being a definite “plus”. One lo-
cation is in Yaum-Dong and the other location is in Yaksa-
Dong. 

To get to the Yaum-Dong location head past the MacDon-
ald’s in Gonggeoptap rotary and head straight for a while. 
Being impressively huge, you can’t miss it. 

The Yaksa-Dong location is on another main strip. From 
the bridge that passes Mool Night club and Save Zone, 
continue past the turn off for Old Downtown and keep 
on going until you see the enormous building on your left 
hand side.

The Low Down: This place is the bomb! Great prices and 
great selection. Bega-brand cheese is usually held in good 
supply - although lately it has been a little bit pricey. They 
carry most western items that you may need and a lot of 
Home Plus brand stuff that is a little cheaper. Also note 
that the Home Plus brands usually have an English transla-
tion, that can help to cut confusion over what exactly you 
are buying!

The Down Fall: Expensive coffee. Those of you who bought 
the sweet-ass W9,000 coffeemaker will have a hard time 
keeping yourself full of the caffeinated goodness when it 
costs W13,000 for a small bag.

Strange Item: Switch Blades. Yup, no kidding. They really 
have them. Sold as an automatic folding knife for W8,000, 
they are as much fun as they are illegal in most countries.

BY JASON TEALE
THE ULSAN PEAR
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When I first read about Ulsan, ‘The Industrial Capital of Korea’ I wasn’t sure what to ex-
pect.  My first glimpse of Ulsan was during the sunrise flight from Seoul that took me over 
the enormous petro-chemical industrial area and the Lotte wheel. I was second guessing 
my choice of locations by then.  

As an avid photographer I was curious about the opportunities the city and surroundings 
would provide.  I found that with that curiosity and a camera there is a plethora of photo-
graphic opportunities in this city and country. Here are some of the scenes I’ve captured.

ULSAN’S URBANSCAPE
A PHOTO ESSAY BY DAVE HARVEY

Dave Harvey is a freelance photographer living in Ulsan. For more of his photos you can 
visit www.daveharvey.ca 

Apartments like these help to create a population density of over 400 people per square kilometer in Korea.

Ulsan is the Industrial capital of Korea for a reason I guess.

In this bird’s eye view in Mugeo-dong, traffic around Sinbok rotary appears to flow smoothly.

Hak-seong bridge from Hak-seong  park .

Looking south-east towards Ulsan from Mt Munsu.
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Plenty of folks out there  
enjoy a good walk. A doc-
tor will tell you that walking 
is one of the best forms of 
exercise. It’s also surely one 
of the best forms of stress 
relief. 

Koreans are savvy to the 
benefits of a good walk, they 
even held the Ulsan Walk-
ing Festival this month. 

Hell, there’s an entire Brit-
ish literary movement creat-
ed by a bunch of guys who 
just liked to walk through 
the woods. 

So, if you’re not already  
walking, it’s your loss. 

Disclaimer: this article is not 
about “hiking.” Hiking is an 
entirely different activity, so 
all the hard-soled granola 
jockeys out there need take 
no offense.  

The biggest problem we 
recreational walkers face 
here in Ulsan is the same 
problem we’d face in any 
urban environ: where can 
we get in a good walk? City 
traffic assaults the senses on 
a number levels, and some-
times assaults you literally.

Here are three suggested lo-
cales for a good walk. 

1.) Ulsan Grand Park. Tell 
the taxi driver “Ulsan day 
gong-won.” Ulsan’s pre-
mier park offers more paved 
walkways then you can cov-
er in one go. In the tradition 
of Oriental landscaping, the 
park also serves up some 
beautiful gardening to en-
hance one’s visual diet. 

For the hardcore walker, 
there is even a lengthy re-
flexology trail (see if your 
soles can stand the punish-
ment of walking the entire 
course!).

The SK corporation cur-
rently has big plans for ex-
panding Ulsan Grand Park. 

If they can make good on 
what they’re promising, Ul-
san will have a truly world-
class recreational park.

2.) Munsu Stadium. Tell the 
taxi driver, “Munsu gyong-
gee-jang.” The grounds sur-
rounding Ulsan’s altar to 
soccer are well-kempt, free 
of urban noise and smog, 
and quite pleasant to walk 
through. Be careful about 
timing, though. If you go 
there during a soccer match 
or other big event, you 
might be contending with   
big crowds.

3.) Taehwa riverside. Ulsan’s 
river has paved walkways 
on both sides. On the right 
day, with the right angle of 

KEEP ON WALKING
TAKING A STROLL AROUND THE CITY

BY MIKE WEBER
THE ULSAN PEAR

PHOTO: DAVE HARVEYStroll in the Shade.. PHOTO: DAVE HARVEYFun in the Sun...         

wind, this walk can be truly 
delightful. On the wrong 
day, it’ll suck, and the river 
will stink like raw sewage. 

This walk usually offers 
some interesting goings on 
courtesy of the older folk 
who like to hang out there 

drinking soju and playing 
baduk (Korean chess) and 
go-stop (gambling game).  

This locale is also good for 
night time walking. It’s got 
lights, and the river breeze 
is blessedly cool on humid 
summer nights.


